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DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 


The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 10 and 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "displays" having antecedence back to claim 1 where there 
is only one display disclosed being the display for showing the electronic image captured by the 
electronic imager. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For 
examination purposes, claim 10 will be interpreted as, "wherein said display comprises first and 
second parts of a continuous, pixilated panel." 

Claim 12 recites the limitation "said archival capture unit". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim having no archival capture unit in claim 1 . For 
examination purposes claim 1 1 will be interpreted as being dependent from claim 11. 


The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 'in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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1. Claims 1 - 6, 8 - 12, 14, 17 - 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Inoue in view of Schreiber. 

Referring to claim 1, Inoue discloses a camera in figure 1 comprising a body (not 
illustrated), an electronic imager 15 for capturing an electronic image, a display body 21 
operatively connected to the electronic imager 15 for showing the electronic image. Inoue does 
not disclose a white-compensator. 

Schreiber discloses a camera system for scanning images comprising an electronic 
imager 24 in figure 1, a display 42 in figure 4 being operatively connected to the imager where 
the display shows the electronic image captured by the imager 24, and a white-compensator 44 
neighboring the display for propagating neutral light at a preset color temperature independent of 
the electronic image (Col. 10, Lines 31 - 68). As stated by the applicant in the background of 
the invention, Schreiber propagates the neutral light so as to counteract the effects of the ambient 
lighting and allow the user to view what was captured in the scanned image to determine if the 
image is correct. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to provide the white-compensator of Schreiber 
with the image capture/preview system of Inoue so that the user can properly view the reference 
electronic image to determine whether or not the corresponding image captured on film is 
acceptable. 

2. Referring to claim 2, Schreiber discloses that the white-compensator 44 in figure 4 
surrounds the image display (Col. 10, Lines 31 - 68). 
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3. Referring to claim 3, it is inherent that the white-compensator of Schreiber is at least as 
bright as said image display. Otherwise the white-compensator would not be able to counteract 
the affects of the ambient illumination (Col. 10, Lines 31 - 68). 

4. Referring to claim 4, the image display of Schreiber defines a light image viewing zone 
extending outward from the display monitor where the white-compensator 44 emits light into the 
light image viewing zone external to the image display 46. 

5. Referring to claim 5, the image display 46 of Schreiber is inset relative to he white- 
compensator shown in figure 4. 

6. Referring to claim 6, Inoue discloses an LCD monitor 1 12 in figure 5 but does not 
specifically disclose a backlight. However, Official Notice is taken that non-emissive displays 
provided with backlights are well known in the art to be used for image preview and display. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to provide a non-emissive display along with a 
backlight as the image display means of Inoue so that the electronic image display can be 
properly illuminated so the user can see the image even in low light conditions. 

7. Referring to claim 8, Schreiber discloses that the image display is a CRT monitor which 
is emissive (Col. 10, Lines 31 - 68). 
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8. Referring to claim 9, Schreiber discloses that the white compensator 44 of figure 4 is 
non-pixilated (Col. 10, Lines 31 - 68). 

9. Referring to claim 10, Inoue discloses a pixilated LCD panel having first and second 
parts for displaying image data and print information shown in figure 7. 

10. Referring to claim 11, Inoue discloses an archival image capture unit in figure 1 for 
capturing an image on film 10 in addition to capturing an electronic image using an image 
pickup device 15 in figure 1. In addition, Inoue discloses an optical system comprising a first 
lens 1 to direct light to a film and a second lens 14 to direct light to an image pickup element 15. 

1 1 . Referring to claim 1 2, the archival capture unit of Inoue has a capture media 1 0 having a 
designated illuminant which is a property off the film being used and the camera includes a 
processor 18 for color balancing the verification image captured in correspondence to the film 
image. 

12. Referring to claim 14, Inoue discloses a camera in figure 1 comprising a body (not 
illustrated), an electronic imager 15 for capturing an electronic image, a display body 21 
operatively connected to the electronic imager 15 for showing the electronic image. Inoue does 
not disclose that the panel has a compensated mode wherein a border of the panel transmits 
neutral light at a preset first color temperature. 
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Schreiber discloses a document scanning camera device comprising an electronic image 
capture unit 24 in figure 1, a panel in figure 4 where a border of the panel 44 transmits neutral 
light at a preset first color temperature and a center of the panel 46 transmits a pixilated, colored 
image from the electronic image capture unit where the second color temperature is independent 
of the first color temperature (Col. 10, Lines 31 - 68). As stated by the applicant in the 
background of the invention, Schreiber propagates the neutral light so as to counteract the effects 
of the ambient lighting and allow the user to view what was captured in the scanned image to 
determine if the image is correct. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to provide the compensated mode configuration of 
Schreiber with the image capture/preview system of Inoue so that the user can properly view the 
reference electronic image to determine whether or not the corresponding image captured on film 
is acceptable. 

13. Referring to claim 17, it is inherent that the border of Schreiber that circumscribes the 
center of the panel and is at least as bright as the center. Otherwise the white-compensator 
would not be able to counteract the affects of the ambient illumination (Col. 10, Lines 31 - 68). 

14. Referring to claim 18, Inoue discloses an archival image capture unit in figure 1 for 
capturing an image on film 10 in addition to capturing an electronic image using an image 
pickup device 15 in figure 1. In addition, Inoue discloses an optical system comprising a first 
lens 1 to direct light to a film and a second lens 14 to direct light to an image pickup element 15. 
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15. Referring to claim 19, Inoue discloses a method of operating a camera in figure 1 
comprising a body (not illustrated), an electronic imager 15 for capturing an electronic image, a 
display body 21 operatively connected to the electronic imager 15 for showing the electronic 
image. In addition to capturing an electronic image, Inoue also captures a latent image on film 
10. Inoue does not disclose a white-compensator. 

Schreiber discloses a camera system for scanning images comprising an electronic 
imager 24 in figure 1, a display 42 in figure 4 being operatively connected to the imager where 
the display shows the electronic image captured by the imager 24, and a white-compensator 44 
neighboring the display for propagating neutral light at a preset color temperature independent of 
the electronic image (Col. 10, Lines 31 - 68). As stated by the applicant in the background of the 
invention, Schreiber propagates the neutral light so as to counteract the effects of the ambient 
lighting and allow the user to view what was captured in the scanned image to determine if the 
image is correct. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to provide the white-compensator of Schreiber 
with the image capture/preview system of Inoue so that the user can properly view the reference 
electronic image to determine whether or not the corresponding image captured on film is 
acceptable. 

16. Referring to claim 20, Schreiber propagates the neutral white illumination so that the user 
can perceive at least a fraction of the color cast in the display image (Col. 10, Lines 31 - 68). 
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17. Referring to claim 21, Inoue discloses an archival image capture unit in figure 1 for 
capturing a latent image on film 10 in while to capturing an electronic reference image using an 
image pickup device 15 in figure 1. 

18. Referring to claim 22, Inoue discloses a film 10 in figure 1 that uses a photo finishing 
color correction when developed inherent to the type of film being used and a color processor 
212 and 213 in figure 36 for performing a color balance on the display image so that the 
electronic image is proportionally representative of the image captured on film. 

19. Referring to claim 23, Schreiber discloses a white illumination that is inherent to be at 
least as bright as the display image otherwise the white-compensator would not be able to 
counteract the affects of the ambient illumination and the light from the image display would 
overpower the white illumination (Col. 10, Lines 31 - 68). 

20. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Inoue in view of 
Schreiber in further view of Ueda et al. 

Referring to claim 7, the combination of Inoue and Schreiber fails to teach disposing a 
neutral density filter between a backlight and the image display. However, Ueda et al shows that 
it is well known to provide such a configuration. Figures 18 and 19 of Ueda shows an ND filter 
1 If disposed between a backlight 11a and an image display panel 1 lp. The ND filter is used to 
reduce the quantity of light around the edges of the display (Col 14, Lines 27 - 53). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to provide the display configuration as shown by 
Ueda as the monitor of Inoue so that an image can be property displayed to the user in the correct 
lighting and reduce the effects of the backlight around the periphery of the display area to give 
the displayed image a more natural look to the user. 

21. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Inoue in view of 
Schreiber in further view of Pritchard. 

Referring to claim 13, the combination of Inoue and Schreiber does not disclose a scene 
illuminant color sensor. However, Pritchard discloses that it is well known to use a scene 
illuminant color sensor to ascertain proper color balance of a scene being imaged. Shown in 
figure 1, the camera of Pritchard is provided with a color balance sensor made by a group of 
photo detectors 38-42 having color filters 46 - 50 to measure each color component of the 
received light (Col. 2, Lines 49 - 59). The output of the color balance sensor is used to 
determine if it is necessary to perform color correction of the captured image (Col. 1, Lines 41 - 
60). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to provide the scene illuminant color sensor of 
Pritchard with the image capture system of Inoue and Schreiber so that a proper color balance 
can be determined so that the camera can be adjusted for proper image capture. 


Allowable Subject Matter 
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Claims 15, 16, and 24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Referring to claim 15, the prior art fails to teach or suggest operating the panel in an 
uncompensated mode where the border and center transmit a common pixilated image from the 
electronic image capture unit at a single color temperature. 

Referring to claim 24, the prior art fails to teach selectively alternating the steps of 
propagating the image and counteracting the ambient light. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew L Rosendale whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4909. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8: 00am-4: 00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on (703) 305-4929. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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